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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
HELD AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS ON MARCH 10, 1936 _ 

The meeting opened with reports of early spring sightings. Numerous 
hawks plus swans, red-winged blackbirds and robins were reported - 
even some skunk cabbage! 

Club membership was reported as having reached 533 - the highest 
level ever. 

Bruce Duncan announced with regret the recent passing of former 
Club directors Tom Yoshida and Ford . Smith and former members, 

Ralph Gardner and Dorothy Curtis-Hare. 

Bruce also reported that a group of Chinese will visit the RBG 
.on April 11 to participate in a seminar on Chinese gardening. 

Register by maii to the RBG - cost $15* 

John Struger reminded members that tickets are now available for 
the April 4 Environmentalist of the Year Banquet which will honour 
Ray Lowes. 

John also announced that he is looking for members to serve on 
the Club's Conservation Committee. Typical issues with which the 
committee will be concerned, include the proposed Red Hill Creek 
Valley Expressway in Hamilton, the fight to halt logging on South 
Moresby, in- the Queen Charlotte. Islands,, and the campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance of Ontario's wetlands. 

Peter Thoem introduced the speaker for the evening, Mr. Larry Lamb, 
who discussed "Prairie and Oak Openings in Ontario". 

A1 Robson, Secretary 

* 'A V- * * 

IN MEMORIAM 

TOM YOSHIDA passed away on Saturday, February 22, 1936, and he will 
be missed. 

Tom's expertise in Accountancy was extended to the Club in his 
valuable service as Treasurer for two years recently. His fabulous 
colour photographic work was a source of much pleasure, and his 
obvious joy in being a Member of the Club, was evident whenever 
you met him. 

FORD. SMITH of Burlington died on March 4, 1986. 

Ford really loved our organization, and he worked assiduously for 
several years in the capacity of Programme Director, providing us 
with many hours of interest at our meetings. 

He never failed to answer requests for help - be it greeting members 
and guests on meeting nights - programme assistance - or in the. 
department which was his forte, photography and programme planning, 
and he provided many pleasurable hours for his fellow members. 

His sincerity and friendly warmth will be deeply missed. 


"The air is full of farewells to the dying 
And mournings for the dead 
But oftentimes celestial benedictions 
Assume this dark disguise." 

"v " -it-'' 
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A MOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT... 

I want to remind members that our next two meetings will be on 
the first Monday of the month, not our usual second Monday. The 
dates are April 2 and May 5. - don't forget. 

You will have noticed from the Executive listing that Albert 
Butwick is our new Field Events Director. Albert is, among other 
things, an expert on trees and I'm sure is planning a few arboreal 
outings. If you have any ideas for new places to go, please help 
him out - but better yet, volunteer to be a leader. 

During the past few years, Club member numbers have hovered 
very close to 500. This year, by the end of January, we were at 
511 and growing. Certainly good news. However, when you consider 
that we are in an urban area with more than 500,000 people to draw 
from, our 500 seem a small band indeed. Do you know somebody who 
shares our interests, who would enjoy our meetings and outings?. Why 
not pick up a Club brochure from the membei'ship table and send it 
along? I'd like to see the Club growing and able to speak with a 
stronger voice because of our larger numbers on environmental issues 
especially the preservation of important natural areas. Talk to 
your friends, give them a brochure, invite them to a meeting-encour- 
age them to join. 

One of the very good things we can do when we have a large 
membership is to use some of our money to support important work by 
naturalists. You have all heard about the terrible storm that 
smashed the Long Point Bird Observatory's banding station at the tip 
of the point in December. At that time, we sent $250.00 to help 
with reconstruction. Since then, details of the amount of damage 
have been obtained and at the February Executive meeting, an addi¬ 
tional $500.00 was sent to L.P.B.0. 

All of this $750.00 comes out of our General Fund, not the 
Sanctuary Fund. In fact, almost all of our donations to conserva¬ 
tion organizations except those used to help buy property, come from 
that fund. When you as a member make a donation to the Sanctuary 
Fund, you enable the Club to help out with land preservation; why no 
assist with other conservation efforts and add a small donation to 
the General Fund? It’s money well-spent and, of course, will be 
acknowledged with an income tax receipt. 

Last fall, the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority purchased 
the Watkins property in the Dundas Valley. The Hamilton Naturalists 
Club donated $10,000.00 to help with the acquisition. This was 
reported in a recent issue of the Dundas Star Journal along with 
notice of a $120,000.00 grant from the new Niagara Escarpment Fund, 
of the provincial government for the same property. The H.R.C.A. is 
hoping to buy other land in the valley with money from the fund. 

That fund is a child of the Niagara Escarpment Plan, a grand¬ 
child of one of the organizations who worked so hard to.get that 
plan, the Bruce Trail Association...and a great grandchild of the 
"father" of the B.T.A., Ray Lowes. Now, I am not trying to tell 
you about Ray's age but rather his stature as an environmentalist. 
That has been recognized recently by another organization who has 
named Ray Hamilton's Environmentalist of the year. Congratulations 
to a distinguished member of our Club! The banquet to honour Ray 
will be at the Royal Connaught Hotel on Friday, April 4. Tickets 
are available at $15.00 each from John Struger. 
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TOLLGATE PONDS 


by Bill Lamond 


The tollgates landfill area in Hamilton Harbour represents 
probably the finest concentration of breeding birds in the Hamilton 
area. 


As most of you know, the most conspicuous bird here is the 
ring-billed gull. About 14,000 pairs nested along the dykes in 
1985 making this an average sized ring-bill gull colony on Lake 
Ontario. It seems hard to believe that as of 1976, the ring-billed 
gull had never been known to breed in the Hamilton area. To say 
that this is a good example of exponential increase, is somewhat 
of an understatement. Sharing the same breeding habitat as the 
ring-billed gull is the herring gull. About 150 pairs of these 
large gulls nested here in 1985* These birds tend to nest at the 
periphery of the ring-billed colony. This is fortunate for the 
young herring gulls, for if they wander into the ring-billed colony 
they will likely be killed by the adult ring-bills. In 1985, 

Len Simser, Madeline Austen and myself banded 82 young herring 
gulls. 

Also sharing the gull colony last year were about 25 pairs of 
common terns, nesting right amongst the ring-billed gulls. I had 
always thought that ring-billed gulls were detrimental to nesting 
common terns, but the fact that these terns were successful in 
rearing their young, tends to question this hypothesis. This 
breeding in the tollgates area represents overflow breeding from 
the two artificial islands on the Burlington side of the harbour. 
Common terns are making a spectacular comeback in the Hamilton area 
since they re-established a colony here in 1982, following a 10 
year absence. At least 200 pairs nested in the two artificial 
islands and David Brewer and David Agro banded 552 young terns on 
these islands and reported that none of the young had deformed 
bills. Deformed bills in tern chicks are an indication of toxins 
in the food chain that accumulate in the adult terns leading to 
the deformities in the chicks. It's comforting to know that terns 
can raise normal chicks, even in the heavily polluted Hamilton 
Harbour. Perhaps this is an indication that water conditions are 
slowly improving in the Hamilton area, although its too early to 
get complacent. 

Another interesting feature of the larid colony at the toll- 
gates is that Caspian Terns may possibly nest here. Although nests 
were not discovered this past year, adult birds were seen about 
the colony in mid-summer. This species has never been known to 
breed in the Hamilton area, but may be found nesting in the next 
few years. 

There is a row of poplar trees along the far western dyke that 
contains a substantial black-crowned night-heren colony. This is 
the only nesting location in the Hamilton area. Last year 98 nests 
were counted representing a 96 % increase from the 51 nests counted 
in 1984. We banded 21? nestling night-herons with several remain¬ 
ing unbanded due to the inaccessability of some nests. It is quite 
an experience banding night herons. One must shinny up a small 
tree covered in whitewash and suffer the degradation of being defe¬ 
cated and vomited upon by the young night heron as they sense your 
approach. The lack of an olfactory sense would be no handicap here 

In the same night heron colony, the first recorded nesting of 
double-crested cormorants in the Hamilton area occurred last spring 
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Tollgate Ponds (continued) 

Two nests were found in the extreme east end of the colony, about 6m 
high in the trees, the same height as the highest night-heron nests. 
The cormorant nests were much bulkier than those of the night-heron 
and each contained 3 nestlings, all of which were banded. Several 
non-breeding cormorants were present around this colony throughout 
last summer and it is quite possible that several of these will nest 
in the colony next year. It will be interesting to see if there is 

a competition for nest sites between night-herons and cormorants if 

both species continue to increase. 

Other breeding species in this area include substantial numbers 
of gadwall, mallard and the ubiquitous Canada Goose. Unfortunately, 
a lot of nests were probably destroyed last year when a substantial 
area adjacent to the QEW was cleared in order to widen the highway. 

This was unfortunate but was typical of the lack of consideration 

given wildlife by planners. 

On the brighter side, only the second nesting of Northern Shovell 
in the Hamilton area was recorded here last summer. A female with 
young was seen by Alf Epp. Alf also saw a green-winged teal female 
with young here, which represents one of the few nestings ever recorde 
in the Hamilton area. 

This area probably has breeding ring-necked pheasants as well, 
which is important as pheasants seem to be in decline in most areas as 
their favoured habitat disappears. 

The tollgates area is also exceptional for migrating birds.Severs 
species of shorebirds can be seen here in the spring and summer,with 
conditions being somewhat better in the summer due to reduced water 
levels. This area is also a great spot to see Caspian terns as large 
numbers congregate in late August and early September. The ponds her^ 
are excellent for migrating and staging waterfowl. Large numbers of 
mallards, gadwall and scaup are found here as well as good numbers of 
ruddy ducks, northern shovellers and northern pintail. Several inter¬ 
esting rarities have occurred here over the years. In the past 10 
years there have been 3 records of snowy egrets with .7 being seen 
together at one time. Other rarities include Franklin's Gull, laughm^ 
gull(2 records), cattle egret, marbled godwit and Hamilton's only 
record of fulvous-whistling duck. 

The Hamilton Harbour Commission controls the tollgates area and 
their eventual aim is to fill in the remaining ponds with dredge 
sediments and turn the area into warehouse space. Obviously this 
would destroy the habitat for the nesting birds. Ironically this are: 
was considered an Environmentally Sensitive Area(ESA) in 19?6 by 
Ecologistics and by Alan Wormington in a follow-up study.. Both repor 
were published by the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. Since 
that time the area has rapidly changed as some of the ponds have been 
filled in, but the diversity and quality of breeding birds has mcrea, 
However, this area cannot sustain much further development before 
negative effects are felt by the breeding birds. 

Ideally, this area should be set aside as a protected area with, 
special status, such as a national wildlife area. Something_like thi 
would only arise if pressure is put to bear on those who control this 
area. The chairman of the Hamilton Harbour Commission is John Agro 
and I urge you to write or telephone him to let him know how you.feel 
about this area. Alternatively, you can write to the Canadian Wildli 
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Tollgate Ponds (concluded) 

Service or to Bob Morrow the mayor of Hamilton. John Struger, our 
club conservation director, is very concerned about this area and 
you could call him or myself if you have any questions. Also Len 
Simser of the Royal Botanical Gardens has a keen interest in this 
area and he would be glad to hear from the membership. Both John, 
Len, and I feel that we must get organized soon or this spectacular 
area will be lost. 

Special thanks to David Agro, David Brewer, Bob Curry, Len 
Simser, and John Struger who all supplied information for this 
article. 


IN SEARCH OF THE SISSEROU 

by Ray Lowes 

A good map of the Caribbean Sea will show a string of volcanic 
islands curving north in an arc from Venezuela, like stepping stones- 
Trinidad, Grenada, St. Lucia,Martinique,Dominica(pronounced DOMIN-EE- 
’KA), Guadeloupe.Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico,Cuba. The distance 
between each is seldom more than 20 to 30 miles so it was an easy 
route for a brown skinned, peaceful and easy going people known as 
the ARAWAKS to leave the mouth of the ORINOCO river a few years 
B.C. and island hop north. 

A second wave of people from the Orinoco region followed about 
a thousand years later. They were the Caribs and they conquered 
and subdued each island in turn. 

Then about five o'clock on November 3rd 1493 one of Columbus' 
men shouted, "ABRICUS QUE TENEMOS TIERRA.' Tierra, Tierra,Tierra!" 
"Land! We have sighted land!" 

It was a Sunday: Columbus called the island Dominica. A 
writer on the journey, one Nicolo Syllacio, recorded in his memoirs: 
"Dominica is remarkable for the beauty of its mountains and the 
amenity of its verdure and must be seen to be believed." 

But while the islands both north and south of Dominica become 
pawns in the power game between Spain,France and England, Dominica 
escaped for many, many years, and for two good reasons: the specta¬ 
cular mountains - the ferocious Caribs. 

To this day Dominica is unique, not only for its towering 
mountains, tropical rain forest, giant trees, hanging gardens of 
orchids, bromeliads, tree ferns, five species of non-poisonous 
snakes, Agoutis, Manicous and varied birds, but for its forward 
looking ecologically minded government which is seeking to preserve 
and to cherish the Islands' incredible bounty. 

Appropriate technology is being developed. Compatible tourism 
is strongly encouraged and it was for this latter reason that I was 
invited, as an officer of the Bruce Trail Association, to go down 
and look over their trails, National Parks, botanical gardens and 
tourist facilities. 

My group(Prof.Douglas Davies, Fred & Ida Sainsbury)has just 
returned(Feb.1st)-and yes, we did find the "Sisserou", high in the 
rain forest and it turned out to be AMAZONIA IMPERIALIS - a beautiful! 
green parrot on the world list of endangered species and one of two 
species found only on Dominica. 
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In Search of the Sisserou (concluded) 

But we saw other wonders too: 

Trees like? African Tulip tree-spathodea campanulata 

Banyan - Ficus Benghalensis 
Baobab - adansonia digitata 
Bay Rum Tree - pimenta racemosa 
and Bread Fruit, Calabash,cannonball,cacao,etc. 
Flowers like: Amaryllis Lily, Anthuriums, Carib wood, Hisbiscus 

and orchids, orchids, orchids 

Birds like: Pearlyeyed thrasher, antillean crested humming¬ 

bird, Red-necked parrot known locally as the Jacquot 
or Jaco 

Foods like: Callaloo soup, dasheen, papaya, crab backs and 

lobster. 

I was also pleased to see some of my tax dollars being spent 
by Canada to provide a beautiful black top highway around the 
northern coast and to help with appropriate technology through 
C.I.D.A. 

But to return to Nicolo Syllacio" — (Dominica) must be seen '■ 
to be believed". 

So if‘ you like to photograph, botanize, bird(ize), hike or 
mountain climb, Domin-ee'ka is for you. It certainly was for me! 

P.S. Accommodation details on request. 

■» -if- 

TURTLE POPULATION OF COOTES PARADISE AND HENDRIE VALLEY 

The large size and diversity of the turtle populations found 
on the land holdings of the Royal Botanical Gardens, specifically 
Cootes Paradise and Hendrie Valley, are quite impressive. Exten¬ 
sive human traffic on the nature trails, encroaching urban deve¬ 
lopment, and many forms of pollution, victimize this wildlife 
sanctuary. Fortunately, only one turtle species of the original 
six species historically reported to occur here has been extir¬ 
pated, and during a 1984-85 herptile study six turtle species were 
present because another species has been gained. 

Historically, the species which were reported to occur in 
Cootes Paradise and Hendrie Valley were the common snapping,midland 
painted, map, musk, spiny softshell and Blanding's turtles(Warren 
1950) (Martin 1950)* The area of the RBG that historically sup¬ 
ported the most diverse turtle populations were Valley Inn Pond 
and the mouth of Grindstone Creek and these areas have retained 
this status to the present time. This area supported all of the 
above species and the shores of Valley Inn Pond were used as 
nesting sites by the musk turtle or "stinkpot" (Brown, 1928). 

In 1984-85, the species found at the RBG, in order of dec¬ 
reasing density, were the midland painted, common snapping, map, 
Blanding's, spiny softshell, and red eared or elegant slider turtles. 
The locations mentioned in the following text can be found on RBG 
trail maps available at the Nature Centre or RBG headquarters. 

The midland painted turtle can be seen in nearly every pond 
at the RBG although two areas are especially good for viewing them. 
These two areas, located on the south shore of Cootes Paradise, are 
in Westdale Inlet and President's Pond, which is adjacent to Cootes 
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Turtle Populations of Cootes Paradise and Hendrie Valley (continued) 
Drive. Over one hundred turtles bask in each of the areas in the 
very early days of April. The highest number of turtles seen in 
President’s Pond has been 183. Although basking areas are not obv¬ 
ious in West pond it was found that a large population uses that area 
of Cootes Paradise as well. During 30 days of live trapping 175 
midland painted turtles were caught and tagged in West Pond. 

The common snapping turtle is also abundant in Cootes Paradise 
and Hendrie Valley. Although much maligned for its nasty temperment, 
it is actually a very fascinating animal to study. This species 
does not bask as frequently as many other turtles and when it does 
bask, it is usually in mid-afternoon rather than mid-morming when 
most turtles ba.sk. A more accurate measure of snapping turtle number' 
has been to live trap them. During the same live trapping program. 
mentioned above, 240 snapping turtles were caught in West Pond, Using 
the Schnabel method of population estimation (1938), approximately 
710 snappers exist in Cootes Paradise. These turtles were monitored 
during their nesting season in June and were found to be depositing 
some mighty large clutches. The mean clutch size was 47 eggs with 
four nests containing 60-70 eggs and two nests containing greater 
than 70 eggs. The largest nesting females weighed 10 kg and had 
carapace lengths of approximately 31-0 cm. 

The map turtle is considered an uncommon turtle in this region 
and in Ontario and the RBG is lucky enough to possess a relatively 
large population of this species. This turtle is named for the. 
swirls on its carapace which appear map-like although this marking 
is only obvious when the turtle is a young specimen. The map and 
midland painted turtle often bask in the same areas but can be dif¬ 
ferentiated on the basis of body size, carapace form and markings 
and colours on the body and head. The map turtle has a larger body 
size and head than the m. painted turtle and the carapace of a map 
turtle is keeled as opposed to smooth in the m.painted. The map 
turtle possesses yellow "lips" and only yellow markings on the neck 
and head whereas the m.painted turtle has yellow markings on.the 
head and red markings on the neck and legs. The map turtle is 
more site specific than the m. painted turtle. They are generally 
concentrated in two areas, Westdale Inlet and Grindstone Creek- 
Valley Inn Pond. Approximately 22 map turtles occur in Westdale 
Inlet and about 60-70 can be found in the Grindstone Creek-Valley 
Inn Pond area where their peak basking times are 10:30-12:30. 

The Blading's turtle occurs in much fewer numbers than the 
aforementioned species although it can be easily spotted if you . 
know where to look. Only seven of these turtles have been seen in, 
Old Spencer's Creek, two were caught in West Pond, and four have 
been sighted in Hendrie Valley. They have occurred in Old Spencer s 
Creek in these low numbers for many years and the reasons why they 
are not reproducing is still unknown. In the very early spring, 
they commonly bask in Old Spencer's Creek and are easy to identify 
by their bright yellow necks but they bask much less frequently m 
the summer. 

The earliest account of the spiny softshell at the RBG was by 
Warren(1950) who reported that the soft shelled turtle did occur on 
the RBG properties but only in Valley Inn Pond. Unfortunately, the 
numbers of these turtles present was not estimated. However, it 
was reported that this species was "common at the.west end of Lake 
Ontario" by Mills in 1948. In 1982, a male E. Spiny Softshell was 
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Turtle Populations of Cootes Paradise and Hendrie Valley (coneluded) 
caught by net off the south shore of Carroll's Point. The follow¬ 
ing year a study was conducted in Hamilton Bay and Carroll'S Bay 
to determine the status of the softshell turtle in that area. That 
study did not find any more softshells or their nesting sites. 

During this survey a spiny softshell was sighted on two occa¬ 
sions in 19^4. The first sighting of the turtle was while it was 
basking on the south side of Grindstone Creek and the second sight¬ 
ing occurred 3 weeks later at Valley Inn Pond, again while the 
turtle was basking. The turtle was easily identified by its olive 
green pancake-like carapace and needleno.se snout. The eastern sub¬ 
species can be identified by a dark marginal line on the carapace 
although this line was not seen on the specimens viewed due to the 
long distance between the observer and the turtle. Unfortunately, 
softshells were not sighted again during the study. If any soft- 
shells are sighted at Valley Inn Pond or the surrounding areas it 
would be appreciated if the RBG was contacted. 

One red eared slider or elegant slider turtle was caught in 
West Pond. This species is native to the southern United States 
but it, has undoubtedly been introduced to Cootes Paradise by pet^ 
owners. This turtle has been named for the red spot located behind 
its eye. It is somewhat similar to the painted turtle in that it 
has yellow stripes on the head but the slider has a much more robust 
carapace with yellow lines on the scutes. 

The marsh in Cootes Paradise has been steadily shrinking over 
the past forty years and in conjunction with this habitat loss 
many species, particularly predator species, have been extirpated 
or their numbers have decreased drastically. Turtles have probably 
•been able to withstand these problems because they can utilize 
many food sources such as a variety of invertebrates,.aquatic vege¬ 
tation and coarse fish. Turtles can also withstand high levels, 
of environmental contaminants such as PCB's and heavy metals which 
they store in fat and meat with apparently little fatality.(Stone, 
Kiviat and Butkas, 1980). Christine Bishop 
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Whether hunted or not, 80-85$ of the Cottontail population dies 
each year. 

Snapping turtles eat waterfowl. It takes 5-7 years for a Yellow 
Ladyslipper to bloom. 
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TIME 
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TOPIC 


FIELD EVENTS... 

Saturday, April 5th - 9;00 A.M. Peter’s hydro right-of-way 

has shown great promise. This year we will beat the mosqui¬ 
toes! Meet on Ridge Road, at Eighth Road East (at the rail¬ 
way bridge) to see some ducks in the morning. We will move 
on to the hawk watch later. Bring a lunch. Waterproof foot 
wear is recommended but hip waders are not necessary. 

Leader: Peter Thoem 681-2738 

Friday. April 11th - 7:00 p.m . Frog Song Hike 

Visit a pond which on last year's informal hike proved to be 
really wonderful. Meet at Willy Wonderful, at the corner 
of Hwy. 8 and regional road 299(formerly hwy.99)* We will, 
review amphibian identification by sound, and if you're quick, 
by sight. 

Leader: Bruce Mackenzie 643--4526 

Sunday, April 20 - 8:30 a.m. Herpetiles and Reptiles 

Sudden Tract has proven to be an ideal hunting ground. We 
will again take advantage of the recently completed reptile 
and amphibian atlas for the Water Region. Meet at University 
Plaza with a lunch. 

Inquiries: Jeff Blezius 385-6178 

Leader: Craig Campbell (519)885-0932 

*:• •* ->:• -n- 


MONDAY, APRIL 7, 1986 

Royal Botanical Gadens Centre 
680 Plains Road, Burlington 

"Animals that look like Plants"- 
a presentation by Catherine Baier(R.0.M.) 

■H* # *$r ■)!- 


NATIONAL WILDLIFE WEEK - GUELPH 

The community of Guelph has organized a week long celebration of 
National Wildlife Week, April 5th-12th. The keynote presentation 
will be given by John and Janet Foster on Saturday April 12th at 
War Memorial Hall in Guelph. The topic is "North to the Top of 
the World". Other activities include - 


Saturday, April 5th 


- Wildlife in the Sugar Bush 9:30-300 

- Hiking the Starkey Loop Trail 2:00 p.m. 

- Film Presentation-Outdoor Yearbook 8:00 p.m. 

- Hike the Speed River Trail 9:00 a.m. 
-••^Rubber Boot Ramble 2:00-3:00 
-^Musicians of the Night 7:00 p.m. 

- Wildlife Research and Rehabilitation 8:00 

- Woodcock Walk 6:00 p.m. 

- Wildlife Artists of North America 7:^5 p-m. 

- Owl Prowl 7:00 p.m. 

- Waterfowl Watch 9:00 a.m. 

- Hike the Radial Line Trail 2:00 p.m. 

-■'Adopt a Bird 11:00 - 4:00 

*pre-registration required 

For further information, call (519) 824-5838 


Sunday, April 6th 


Tuesday, April 8th 
Wedn esday, April 9th 
Thursday, April 10th 
Friday, April 11th 
Saturday April 12th 





SPRING 1985 MIGRATION APRIL 1936 

The 11th season of our coverage proved to be significant in several respects. 
Observers may recall that during March of 198^ we observed the lowest number 
of raptors in several years. March totals this past year were two and one 
half times as great. As well, the hawk flight was more evenly distributed 
throughout the month rather than during the traditional last two weeks. 

Walter Klabunde, Eastern Great Lakes Spring Migration Editor for the Hawk 
Migration Association of North America Reports that March raptor numbers at 
Grimsby surpassed March counts at Braddock Bay and Derby Hill, New York, for 
the first time. 

The question arises, did the March flight go west around the shores of Lake 
Ontario In greater numbers than usual? Migration totals suggest not. For 
example, although Red-Shouldered hawk numbers increased from 277 during 
March 1984 to 682 during March 1985, the season total of this species was 
significantly higher during the former year. 

As the month progressed, it was becoming increasingly obvious that the Goshawk 
incursion had peaked during the two previous years as March observations of this 
species decreased by over 50%. During the same period most other species 
increased significantly over the previous year. 

In general the flight was about two weeks early, none-the-less a Sharp-Shinned 
hawk recorded on March 1st was exceptional. Another notable was the earliest 
Osprey ever on March 27th, surpassing the previous record by one day. Eagles 
too occurred in relatively good numbers during the month. 

The first three days of April provided observers with a total of five hawks 
compared to 1,891 the previous spring. This poor flight resulted from a 
freezing rain and snowstorm which occurred on the last day of March. However, 
April more than lived up to its usual magic. On April 4th, a spectacular 
flight of 361 Turkey Vultures soared over in the company of one Osprey, two 
Bald Eagles and several hundred other species. The next day provided us with 
our first Peregrine in three years and an early Merlin as well. » 

Details of three broad-winged hawks reported on April 4th and observers 
names are not available to the writer. These birds were not seen at the 
parking lot. Otherwise, the broad winged hawk flight commenced as usual 
during mid-month. The "big day", April 21st with 6,000+ broad-winged hawks 
counted was a week earlier than the previous year but within the limits 
of recorded peak days for this species along the south shore of Lake Ontario. 
This day also produced the second Swainson's Hawk ever recorded at Grimsby. 

This bird was seen out over the Ontario Plain below the escarpment by 
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Erie Single and two other observers. During the day, thirteen different 
species of raptors were observed. 

By the end of April, 25 eagles had been observed Including ten Bald Eagles, 
twelve Golden Eagles and three "eagle species". During April, 1*4,817 
raptors were sighted. 

May was unspectacular in terms of coverage and hawk numbers. Sighting 
conditions during the month are the most difficult as high flights 
and moisture laden air masses them to bbsure the flight. 

The season's total of 19,274 raptors was our most successful in terms of 
numbers. Notable species in low numbers were Goshawks at 25 and Rough-Legged 
hawks at 48 birds respectively. 

The 1985 observer group included: Roy Baker, Neil Byer, Barry Cherriere, 
Michael Clark, Dave Copeland, Bob Curry, Jim Dowall, Denys Gardiner, Walter 
Klabunde*, Kevin McLaughlin, George Meyers, William Smith, Peter Thoem..., 
with help from many other Beamer regulars. Volunteers are Invited to 
come forward and join the group. 

^Eastern Great Lakes Regional Representative - Hawk Migration Association 
of North America. 

Grimsby Daily Count 1985 - Species Key - see bottom of page 4 


1985 HAWK COUNT FOR GRIMSBY, ONT. (BEAMER + GRIMSBY PLAINS) 


Date 

March 

Hrs. 

TV 

01 

7.0 


02 

7.0 


03 

8.0 


04 

0 „ 


05 

0 


06 

7.0 


07 

7.0 


08 

7.0 


09 

8.0 


10 V 

8.7 

1 

11 

6.5 


12 

0 


13+P 

9.3 

2 

14+P 

8.1 


15 

6.2 

1 

16 

8.0 


17 

6.5 


18 

7.2 


19 

7.5 


20 

7,5 



NH SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

RT 

1 1 




28 

1 




147 

1 

6 Freez 

ing 

Rain 

6 

236 

1 ced 

1 n 



15 





2 





5 

1 


1 

3 

349 

2 1 

1 

1 

51 

317 

1 4 

1 


52 

35 

Rain - 

Snow 

6 High Winds 



1 

69 

143 

1 

3 


23 

60 


2 


1 

37 

1 9 

4 


55 

195 


2 

2 

2 

24 

1 1 

2 

2 

21 

126 

2 

3 


18 

8 

1 

2 


8 

28 


RL 

GE 

AK 

UR 

Total 

2 


2 


34 



1 


149 

2 


1 

13 

259 





0 





0 





15 





2 



1 


6 

1 


2 

29 

386 

2 


4 

58 

438 

2 


1 

2 

98 





0 



1 

18 

234 



1 

29 

117 





4l 


1 

3 

75 

343 



2 


32 


2 

2 

4 

161 



2 


33 



2 

1 

4? 


1 
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1985 HWK COUNT FOR GRIMSBY, ONT. (BEAMER + GRIMSBY PLAINS) 


Date 

Hrs. 

TV OS 

BE NH 

Ma rch 




21 

7.0 

1 

1 

22 

7.5 

1 

2 

23 

6.8 


1 

24 

4.0 


Snow 

25 

7.5 



26 

9-3 

25 

6 

27 

7.5 

25 1 

9 

28 

7.5 

34 

1 

29 

7.7 

1 

1 

30 

7.8 

31 

1 3 

31 

3.0 


Snow 

Total 

202.0 

122 1 

2 33 


SS CH 

NG 

RS 

RT 

5 5 

2 

123 

249 

9 3 

1 

61 

145 

5 

1 

18 

21 

Strong NW 

V/inds 



3 


53 

108 

IQ 2 


21 

58 

19 4 

1 

21 

22 

5 1 


6 

4 

1 


2 

3 

n 7 

2 

68 

177 


& Freezing Rain 

“81 50 T4 682 2542 


GE 

AK 

UR 

Total 


1 

20 

408 

2 

1 

18 

245 


3 

1 

51 




0 


2 

7 

177 


7 

18 

147 


7 

2 

111 


4 


55 


4 

1 

13 

1 

9 

147 

462 




0 

6 

63 

443 

4059 


April 


TV 

os 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

01 

7.0 







02 

7.5 







03 

4.6 





82 


04+A 

8.0 

361 

1 

2 

5 

9 

05+A 

8.2 

45 

3 

1 

11 

138 

12 

06 

8.6 

16 

1 



28 

2 

07 

9.0 

120 



6 

157 

17 

08 

7.8 

39 


1 


10 


09 

7.5 

3 



1 

6 

2 

10 

7.5 

3 



1 

30 


11 

8.0 

15 




59 

4 

12 

8.0 

17 



6 

218 

8 

13 • 

8.0 


3 


3 

39 


14 

9-0 

11 

• 6 


6 

516 

2 

15 

10.4 

35 


1 

10 

385 

2 

16 

7.8 

5 




21 


17 

9.0 

4 



1 

87 

4 

18 

7.3 

1 

1 


1 

180 


19 

6.5 





1 


20 

8.0 

3 


1 

1 

325 


21+P 

13-5 

61 

3 

1 

9 

761 

19 

22 

8.2 

11 

2 

1 

2 

212 

2 

23 

7.6 

7 

8 



4o8 

1 

24 

7.7 

2 

2 



113 

1 

25 

7.2 

1 




71 

3 

26 

7-8 

1 

1 



103 

1 

27 

8.9 

11 

3 


4 

68 

8 

28 

8.0 

3 




6 

1 

29 

8.4 

6 




44 


30 

7.2 

5 



2 

79 

1 

Total 

242.2 

786 

34 

8 69 

4147 

99 


* Includes 1 — UE 


RS 

BW 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

ML 

PG UN 


1 








2 

1 


1 






2 



1 






1 

19 

3 

112 

6 

3 

11 


37 

657 

8 


41 

1 


9 

1 

1 10 

283 

2 


4 



2 


1 

56 

4 


135 



3 


55 * 

497 



10 



2 


5 

67 



30 

1 


5 


3 

51 

2 


7 





1 

45 



52 





4 

134 

10 


108 

1 


6 


71 

446 

4 


29 

1 


5 


7 

92 

7 

18 

34 

5 


8 


56 

669 

5 

50 

40 

2 

1 

3 


33 * 

567 


3 







29 

3 

32 

44 

2 




5 

182 


6 

8 



8 



205 

1 

3 

290 

9 



4 

1 


1 

636 

12 

6007 

45 

6 


12 

1 

1 69° 

7007 


990 

11 


1 



14 

1246 


225 

2 



3 


5 

659 


35 

4 

2 




4 

163 


26 

4 





1 

106 


66 

4 



1 

1 

10 

188 

1 

394 

72 

1 




31* 

593 



6 


1 




17 


31 

11 





10 

102 


13 

12 





2 

114 

82 8189 

835 

28 

6 

82 

5 

2 434 

14817 


°lncludes 1-SW 
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1905 May Hawk 

Count for Grimsby, Ont. - Beamer 


Date 

Hours TV OS BE NH 

SS 

CH NG 

RS BW 

RT RL GE AK ML PF UR 

Totals 

1 

6.5 

1 

2 

1 

3 


7 

2 

7.0 

1 




1 

2 

3 

7.0 

7 

5 


1 

4 

17 

4 




NO 

REPORT 


0 

5 

9.3 

2 

16 




18 

6 

6.0 



FOG , 

ALL DAY 


0 

7 

7-5 


34 


15 

3 1 

53 

8 

7.5 

2 

6 

2 

9 

12 1 

32 

9 

8.0 

4 2 

79 


2 

3 1 

91 

10 

7.7 

11 2 

78 


8 

1 1 

101 

11 

0 



NOT 

COVERED 


0 

12 

2.0 

1 

2 


4 


7 

13 

7.5 

7 1 

9 


4 

3 1 

25 

14 

7.4 

3 

1 


1 


5 

15 

6.0 


2 



1 

3 

16 

7.0 

2 2 

10 


1 

1 

16 

17 

7.4 





2 

2 

18 

0 



NOT 

COVERED 


0 

19 

0 



NOT 

COVERED 


0 

20 

7.5 

1 

1 


2 


4 

21 

6.3 


1 




1 

22 

7.0 

1 




2 

3 

23 

7.0 


3 




3 

24 

7-3 






0 

25 

0 



NOT 

COVERED 


0 

26 

0 



NOT 

COVERED 


0 

27 

0 



RAIN 

• 6 FOG 


0 

28 

0 






0 

29 

7.4 





1 

1 

30 

7.0 

2 

1 



1 1 

5 

31 

6.0 


2 




2 

Total 

164.3 

40 1 11 252 

3 

50 

33 5 3 

398 





1985 Totals 




608.5 

948 36 10 113 4480 

152 25 

764 8239 3410 48 12 150 5 2 880 

19274 



GRIMSBY DAILY COUNT 1985 - SPECIES KEY 


TV 

__ 

Turkey Vulture 



GE - 

Golden Eagle 


NG 

— 

Northern Goshawk 



BE - 

Bald Eagle 


SS 

- 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 


NH - 

Northern Harrier 


CH 

- 

Cooper’s Hawk 



OS - 

Osprey 


RT 

— 

Red-tailed Hawk 



PG - 

Peregrine Falcon 


RS 

— 

Red-shouldered Hawk 


ML - 

Merlin 


BW 

- 

Broad-winged Hawk 



AK - 

American Kestrel 


RL 

- 

Rough-legged Hawk 



UID - 

Unidentified Hawk 
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HI JUNIOR NATURALISTS 

It was good to see so many of you at our latest activities - the 
Winter Carnival, the Owl Prowl - building nesting boxes. 

Don't forget for April 

M M Maple hike & lunch 

and 

Placing the Nesting Boxes 
(the ones we made in Mar.) 

Each month we'll have 3 items for you - a Mind Stretcher , a 
Mind Bogler , and a Groan (just for a giggle) 

OK, here we go:- 

(1) APRIL MIND STRETCHER 

.’ ! Metamorphosis ! ! 

?? METAMORPHOSIS ?? 

means "change of form" 

example - tadpoles changing to frogs 

- caterpillars changing to butterflies 

(2) APRIL MIND BOGLER 

■ Why do scientists like to use 

such "BIG WORDS"?? 

(send us any answers you can think of) 

(3) APRIL GROAN 

Q.-Why do bears sleep for 5 months? 

WANT TO SEE YOUR 
NAME IN PRINT??? 

Send us your favourite nature jokes, puns, riddles, fascinating 
facts or interesting nature experiences - 

ANYTHING - DON’T BE SHY 

just call Anne Pittis - 52B-2470 or Nancy Lyne - 627-0738 

#% % -ft « «*#i:-«•m-:<■ -ir-ftx■!:- 

NEW JOURNAL... 

The Royal Botanical Gardens announces the publication of a new 
bilingual journal "Canadian Horticultural History". This journal 
will publish original research papers on the history of Canadian 
horticulture and related disciplines. Articles will span such 
diverse subject areas as historical garden restorations and recon¬ 
structions: biographies of Canadian horticulturists and landscape 
designers; histories of botanical gardens, arboreta, expex’imental 
stations, commercial nurseries and seed firms; accounts of plant 
breeding work and plant explorations * comprehensive bibliographies 
and ethnobotanical studies of native peoples and early settlers 
in what is now Canada and northern United States. 

The subscription rate is $14.00 per volume. Each volume consists 
of 4 issues of between 40-50 pages each.Cheques shorn.- be made 
navable to the Royal Botanical Gardens (CCHHS) and mailed to them 
at - Box 399, Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3H8 
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The following studies were made during the winter of 1983-84 
in the east Dundas.area. Any comments or suggestions - or even 
possible corrections - made on the vegetation analysis section 
of the studies would be welcomed by the author, at 627-5176 

AMERICAN BIRDS Winter Bird-Population Study No.23(spring 1985) 

BLACK WILLOW - WHITE ASH FOREST 

Location ; Wentworth Co., north of Cootes Drive, at the eastern 
limits of Dundas; 43 degrees 16'00"N.79 degrees 55'30"W. Study 
area is part of Cootes Paradise, the central property of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, a provincially (1941) established and managed 
nature sanctuary. Continuity ; New. Size ; 13 ha = 32.5 acres, 
(irregular;measured by pacing, rolatape and compass). 

Description of Plot ; Semi-wet woods, with water a little above,^ 
or just below, ground level for much of spring and summer. Esti¬ 
mated height range of major trees: 40'-60'. Major trees comprise 
Black Willow( Salix nigra ),35White Ash (Fraximus americana ), 

40$$ Box Elder or Manitoba Maple ( Acer ne gun do ) 5 /j ; and small 
numbers of tree-size Speckled Alder ( Alnus rugosa),along the creek. 
The few shrubs - also along the creek - are Staghorn Sumac( Rhus 
typhina ), Red-osier Dogwood ( Cornus stolonifera) , and isolated 
Red Raspberry ( Rubus idaeus ) bushes. Vines consist of Riverbank 
Grape (Vitis riparia ),which are fairly common, and a few Bitter 
Nightshade C Solanum dulcamara ),and Poison Ivy ( Rhus radicans )■ 

The predominant ground cover is European Manna Grass ( Glycerig. 
Maxima ).with lesser but substantial quantities of Gill-over-tfre- 
ground ( Glechoma hederacea ),Spotted-touch-me-not ( Impatiens 
capensis ).other grasses(Graminaae spp.) and a small dense thicket, 

7 ft. in height, of Phragmites australis ,another grass. Other 
herbs consist of Canada Goldenrod ( Solidago canadensis ), Teasel 
( Dipascus sylvestris),Great Burdock ( Arctium lappa ), and Small 
White Aster "(Aster vimeneus ) ■ Bordering a sizeable marsh, the 
forest is fairly mature and appears undisturbed for decades. 

Situated at the extreme W end of the Lake Ontario system, the 
forest has experienced flooded conditions in the past because of 
higher lake levels. The central area of the plot is essentially 
a White Ash woods, quite dense, which likely succeeded out of the 
Black Willow - Manna Grass association. Where Black Willow is 
dominant-to the E and W-the conditions tend towards open parkland, 
with pockets of other broadleafs, in particular White Ash. Because 
of periodic flooding further succession seems unlikely. Upright 
dead willow numbers are light to medium; but fallen willows are 
quite common, especially in the E sector. Many Black Willow limbs 
slant considerably, a few being near horizontal, providing an. 
otherwise nonexistent shrub or understory layer of varying heights. 
The Riverbank Grape vines are in the process of smothering many 
trees, in particular the ashes. Topography: Flat: elevation 75ra» 
Edge: to the W of the plot is a moderately open willow and dogwood 

shrub area, the shrubs often thick with vines. To the S is a 
highway (Cootes Drive: moderately used) approximately 30 yds.from 
the study area. A denser extension of the eastern Black Willow 
sector is to the E. Half of the northern edge is marsh, and half 
forest continuation. Water: A large creek divides the central 
White Ash forest area from the eastern Black Willow sector. Food: 
plentiful. Box Elder seeds and alder catkins were abundant. The 
numerous snags provided excellent opportunities for bark foragers. 
Ash crop was in good supply. Weather: Below freezing on count 
days, except Feb. 4. Count day temperatures ranged from -11 degrees 
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American Birds Winter Bird Population Study No.23(spring 1985.1 
Black Willow - White Ash~~Forest ( continued) 

-2 degrees C, and for count period were well below normal. Snow 
cover"was fairly constant at about 5.1 - 7.6 cm. varying from very 
light on Dec. 17 to 10.2 - 12.7 cm and quite hard on Jan.2<>; often 
much deeper in open areas, especially near fallen trees. Winds 
were generally light, although high and gusting from the NW on two 
occasions. High winds affected higher reaches only in dense forest. 
Coverage : Dec.17,23,26,29,31; Jan.14,28; Feb. 4. Total: 8 trips, 
between 0957 and 1252, excepting one early afternoon visit. Trips 
averaged approximately 120 min. Counts Black-capped Chickadee o 
(61, 25); Downy Woodpecker, 4(30,12); American Crow, 2(15,6); 
American Goldfinch, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 1(8,3); White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 1; European Starling, 1; Swamp Sparrow, 
1; Song Sparrow, 1; Great Blue Heron,+;Mallard,+;Common Merganser, 

+ ; Northern Harrier, + ; Broad-winged Hawk, +; Red-tailed Hawk,+s 
Mourning Dove, +; Pileated Woodpecker,+; American Robin,-i-; Northern 
Cardinal + # # 

Average Total: 2 birds (167/km^,»68/100 acres). Total S P® C ^® S '^° 
Remarks s Within-plot resident winter species would appear to oe xne 
chickadees and Downy Woodpeckers, seen on 8 trips, and the gold¬ 
finches, seen on seven. Mallards and Com.Mergansers(2 each) were 
detected only on Dec.17, when creek was still open. Ten American 
Black Ducks, about 60 Com. Mergansers and 2 Mallards were observed 
in open water north of plot on the same date. One Common Golden¬ 
eye and 2 Am.Black Ducks were seen in the same location Feb.A, as 
ice was breaking up. The cardinals, noted only on the first two 
trips, likely retreated to better shelter. Similarly, uhe Great 
Blue Heron, was flushed from shelter on the same dates, but was 
noted in the same area Dec. 26 and Feb.11. Wandering Birds, such 
as creepers,robins, Mourning Doves, starlings and nuthatches, were 
noted 2 or 3 times, as were the Swamp and Song Sparrows, which were 
likely resident, but were harder to detect or succumbed to harsh 
-weather. When last seen (Jan. 14), 2 Swamp Sparrows were viewed 
hitching sidesaddle 25 ft. up the trunks of two ahhes,possibly m 
a desperate search for food. Crows used the plot generally for 
stopping over, or as a rendez-vous. The Hairy Woodpecker (5 
sightings) may have been resident, as was possibly the Pileated 
(seen once), which ranges widely about the area. Excepting the 
red-tail, the raptors were late migrants, especially the Broad¬ 
winged Hawk, seen exceptionally late on Jan.l4. Overhead birds 
included gulls, Rock Doves, and goldfinches, seen once or twice, 
and crows, observed often. The three lowest counts (16,17, and 19 
birds) were all on days that were sunny and clear, with little or 
no winds, suggesting that some birds avoided the observer because 
of stable conditions and clearer visibility. - Michael Clarkj—22 
Skyline Drive, Dundas, Ontario, L9H 2S3 . 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to Dec. 31, 1985 - 268 
* Indicates first record for the year 
F Indicates first record for the migration 
L Indicates last record for the migration 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a written documentation is required 


OCTOBER 


Eastern Bluebird 

Oct 

12 

6 

Old York Rd. 

John Gallo 

NOVEMBER 

Red throated Loon 

Nov 

3 

1 

Van Wagner’s Beach 

Robert Curry 


Nov 

10 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Curry, Chris Escott, 


Nov 

11 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Verne Evans 

Madeline Austen,Bill Lamon 


Nov 

23L 

8 

Lake at Appleby Line 

Denys Gardiner 

Common Loon 

Nov 

11 

105 

over Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Nov 

3 

3 

Valens C.A. 

Gardiner,William Smith, 

Horned Grebe 

Nov 

23 

5 

Lake at Appleby Line 

Philip Walker 

Gardiner 

Red-necked Grebe 

Nov 

2F 

15 

Lake at Walker’s LineGardiner 


Nov 

3 

7 

Port Credit 

Alex Gray 


Nov 

3 

22 

Lake at Walker’s LineKevin McLaughlin, 


Nov 

30 

12 

Robert Waldhuber 

Lake at Walker's LineGardiner 

Double-crest. Cormorant Nov 

10 

3 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Bruce Duncan 


Nov 

10 

10 

Van Wagner’s Beach 

McLaughlin, Smith 


Nov 

15 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 

Great Blue Heron 

Nov 

15 

49 

Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 

Black-crown. Night HeronNov 

21L 

2 

Van Wagner's Marsh 

Lamond 

Tundra Swan 

Nov 

11- 

13 6 

Woodland Cemetery 

Austen, Lamond et al. 

Greater White-front.Goose Nov 17* 1 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Duncan 

Snow Goose 

Nov 

11:: 

15 1: 

2(blue) Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 


Nov 

15L 

50 

North Shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Brant 

Nov 

2 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Nov 

8 

75 

North Shore of Bay 

Powells 


Nov 

10 

350 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Curry, Escott, Evans 


Nov 

11 

51 

Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 


Nov 

19 

6 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Bruce MacKenzie 


Nov 

25 

1 

Bronte Harbour 

Mark Jennings 

Wood Duck 

Nov 

21L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 

Green-winged Teal 

Nov 

7 

91 

Dundas Marsh 

Aus ten, Lamond 


Nov 

21 

573 

Windermere Basin 

Alan Wormington 

Northern Pintail 

Nov 

10 

150 

Van Wagner’s Beach 

McLaughlin, Smith 


Nov 

23 

50 

Windermere Basin 

Gardiner 


Nov 

29 

24 

Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 

North. Shoveler X 

Blue-wing. 

Teal Nov 

21 1 Windermere Basin Wormington 

Northern Shoveler 

Nov 

21 

172 

Windermere Basin 

Wormington 


Nov 

23 

100 

Windermere Basin 

Gardiner 


Nov 

29 

3 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Austen, Lamond 

Gadwall 

Nov 

7 

322 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 


Nov 

23 

100 

Windermere Basin 

Gardiner 

American Wigeon 

Nov 

20 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Canvasbaclc 

Nov 

17 

23 

LaSalle Park 

Jennings 

Ring-necked Duck 

Nov 

12 

8 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Lesser Scaup 

Nov 

21 

1400 

Windermere Basin 

Wormington 

Black Scoter 

Nov 

10 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

McLaughlin 



Black Scoter 

Nov 11 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 


Nov 16 

4 

Van Wagner’s Beach 

Surf Scoter 

Nov 3 

88 

Lake at Grimsby 


Nov 10 

4 

Winona Ponds 


Nov 16 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 


Nov 17L 

1 

LaSalle Park 

White-winged Scoter 

Nov 16 

8 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Bufflehead 

Nov 10-16200 

Winona Ponds 

Hooded Merganser 

Nov 11:25 

80:13 

Dundas Marsh 


Nov 16 

25 

Fifty Point C.A. 


Nov 16 

36 

Woodland Cemetery 

Common Merganser 

Nov 11 

74 

Dundas Marsh 

Red-breast. Merganser 

Nov 29 

20 

Woodland Cemetery 

Ruddy Duck 

Nov 21 

42 

Dundas Marsh 


Nov 21 

65 

Windermere Basin 

Bald Eagle 

Nov 14-19 

lad 

Woodland Cemetery 

Northern Harrier 

Nov 11 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Nov 27 

1 

West Flamborough 


Nov 29 

limm 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Cooper’s Hawk 

Nov 18 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Nov 3 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 


Nov 3 

1 

York 

American Coot 

Nov 2 

19 

Lax Landfill 


Nov 3 

9 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Black-bellied Plover 

Nov 6 

32 

Dundas Marsh 


Nov 12L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lesser Golden Plover 

Nov 3 

1 

Windermere Basin 

■ 

Nov 3-5L 

1 

Bronte Marsh 

Killdeer 

Nov 15:25L 25:2 

Dundas Marsh 

American Oystercatcher 

Nov 2* 

1 

Windermere Basin 

(First Hamilton and 

second Ontario record) 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Nov 10 

1:2 

Dundas M:Windermere 


Nov 11L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Nov 15L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Hudsonian Godwit 

Nov 3L 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Nov 2 

2 

LaSalle Park 


Nov 3 

2 

LaSalle Park 


Nov 10L 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Least Sandpiper 

Nov 6-21L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

White-rump. Sandpiper 

Nov 8L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Nov 11L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dunlin 

Nov 25:29L 15:1 

Dundas Marsh 

Common Snipe 

Nov 2 

22 

Valley Inn 


Nov 19 

1 

Bronte Marsh 

American Woodcock 

Nov 3L 

1 

Binbrook C.A. 

Red Phalarope 

Nov 10* 

1 

Winona Ponds 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Nov 2 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 


Nov 3 

2 

»« 


Nov 16 

1 

1! 

Bonaparte’s Gull 

Nov 16 

20 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Herring Gull 

Nov 29 

766 

Dundas Marsh 

Glaucous Gull 

Nov 16F 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Blaclc-leg. Kittiwake 

Nov 10F 

8 

Van Wagner's Beach 


Nov 16 

10 

I? 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

Nov 3L 

1 

Cainsville 

Red-head. Woodpeeker 

Nov 3 

1 

Caledonia 

Red-bell. Woodpecker 

Nov 3 

2 

Caledonia 

Horned Lark 

Nov 14 

57 

Rock Chapel 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nov 7 

1 

Hwy 8 above Dundas 


Lamond 

Gardiner, Smith 
Mary Ellen Foley, 

George Meyers 
Curry, Evans 
Gardiner, Smith 
Jennings 
Gardiner, Smith 
Curry, Evans 
Austen, Lamond 
Curry, Evans 
Gardiner, Smith 
Austen, Lamond 
Lamond 

Austen, Lamond 
Wormington 

Christine Bishop, Lamond 

Austen, Lamond 

Duncan 

Duncan 

Lamond 

Rick Crawford,Nancy T.yne 

Rick Ludkin 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Crawford, Lyne 

Austen, Lamond 

Austen 

Curry et al 

Jennings 

Austen, Lamond 

Gardiner 

Basin Curry, Evans 
Austen, Lamond 
Austen, Lamond 
Curry et al. 

Lamond, McLaughlin 
Curry et al. 

McLaughlin 
Austen, Lamond 
Austen, Lamond 
Austen, Lamond 
Austen, Lamond 
Lamond, McLaughlin 
Jennings 

Mary & Norm Pomfret 
Roy Baker 
Gardiner, Smith 
Curry 

McLaughlin 
Gardiner, Smith 
Lamond 

Gardiner, Smith 
McLaughlin, Smith 
Gardiner, Smith 
Lamond 

Jim Heslop, Bari'y Jones 

Heslop, Jones 

Lamond 

Anne & Tom Reid 



Red-breast. Nuthatch 

Nov 27 

2 


Hendrie Valley 

Lamond 

Brown Creeper 

Nov 7:29 

36 

: 23 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

House Wren 

Nov 3L 

1 


below Dundum Castle 

Robert Finlayson 

Winter Wren 

Nov 13:27L 10:7 

Hendrie Valley 

Lamond 


Nov 25 

1 


Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

Ruby-crown. Kinglet 

Nov 20L 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Eastern Bluebird 

Nov 3L 

2 


Caledonia 

Heslop, Jones 

Hermit Thrush 

Nov 3L 

1 


Bronte 

Jennings 

Gray Catbird 

Nov 3 

1 


Valley Inn 

Finlayson 


Nov 3L 

1 


Shoreacres 

Curry et al. 

Northern Mockingbird 

Nov 3 

10 


Grimsby 

Foley, Meyers 


Nov 3 

11 


Beamsvilie 

George Coker 

Water Pipit 

Nov 3 

7 


Cainsville 

Lamond 


Nov 18L 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Aus ten, Lamond 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Nov 6*-ll 2 


North Shore Blvd. 

Powells 


Nov 12 

4 


Rock Chapel 

D & Sharon Gardiner 


Nov 15 

4 


REG Arboretum 

Lamond, Smith 


Nov 16:If 

I 2: 

; 1 

u 

Curry, Evans:Lamond 


Nov 29 

1 


Woodland Cemetery 

Austen, Lamond 

Cedar Waxwing 

Nov 15 

700 


RBG Arboretum 

Lamond, Smith 

Northern Shrike 

Nov 15 

1 


IV 

Smith 


Nov 17 

1 


Woodland Cemetery 

Jennings 


Nov 27 

1 


Christie C.A. 

Reids 


Nov 30 

1 


Guelph Line 

Gardiner 

Cape May Warbler 

Nov 1-30 

1 


North Shore Blvd. 

Powells et al 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

.Nov 16L 

.3 


Fifty Point C.A. 

Curry,. Evans 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

Nov 3L 

1 


IV 

Luc & Josephine Fazio 

Common Yellowthroat 

Nov 13 

1 


Hendrie Valley 

Lamond 


Nov 15L 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Austen, Lamond 

Field Sparrow 

Nov 3 

1 


Cainsville 

Lamond 


Nov 3L 

1 


Bronte 

Jennings 

Vesper Sparrow 

Nov 3L 

1 


Bronte 

Jennings 

Fox Sparrow 

Nov 12L 

1 


Rock Chapel 

Lamond 

Swamp Sparrow 

Nov 27 

9 


Hendrie Valley 

Lamond 

White-crown. Sparrow 

Nov 3 

1 


Winona 

Curry et al 


Nov 3L 

1 


Bronte 

Jennings 

Lapland Longspur 

Nov 3F 

2 


Fifty Point C.A. 

Foley, Meyers et al. 

Snow Bunting 

Nov 17 

30 


Stoney Creek 

McLaughlin 

Red-wing. Blackbird 

Nov 7 

54 


Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 


Nov 27 

1 


Hendrie Valley 

Lamond 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Nov 3 

1 


Caistor Centre 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 


Nov 3L 

1 


Beverly Township 

Gardiner,Smith,Walker 

Rusty Blackbird 

Nov 3 

130 


Taquanyah C.A. 

Crawford, Lyne 


Nov 7 

5 


Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Common Grackle 

Nov 7 

40 


IV 

Lamond 

Brown-head. Cowbird 

Nov 27 

20 


Rock Chapel 

Lamond 

Pine Grosbeak 

Nov 11*12 

13: 

22 

Woodland Cemetery 

Aus ten, L amon d 


Nov 28 

9 


Crooks Hollow Rd. 

Reids 

Pine Siskin 

Nov 6 

200 


Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Evening Grosbeak 

Nov 3 

55 


Lake Medad 

Paul Smith 


Nov 12 

12 


Rock Chapel 

Gardiners 


Nov 29 

7 


Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Reids 

Note: Curry et al" Nov 3 refers 

to 

the part of George Bryant, Robert Curry, 





Verne Evans, 

and John Olmsted 

DECEMBER 






Common Loon 

Dec 1 

10 


Hamilton area 

South Peel Nat. Club 


Dec 9 

8 


Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Dec 14 

2 


Woodland Cemetery 

Ron Fleming, McLaughlin 


Dec 31 

1 


Leander Boat Club 

McLaughlin 



Homed Grebe 
Red-necked Grebe 
Double-erest. Cormorant 


Great Blue Heron 
"Whooper Swan" 
Tundra Swan 

Snow Goose 


Brant 

Green-winged Teal 
Northern Pintail 
Northern Shoveler 
Gadwall 

American Wigeon . . 
Canvasback 

Redhead 

Ring-necked Duck 

Greater Scaup 
Black Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoter 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breast Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 


Bald Eagle 


Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 


Cooper’s Hawk 


Northern Goshawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Gray Partridge 

Ruffed Grouse 
American Coot 


Dec 1 

8 

Fifty Point C.A. 

SPNC 

Dec 26 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Les & Brad Gray 

Dec 6 

8 

1? 

Lamond 

Dec 14 

1 

Lake at Walker’s Line 

Gardiner, Smith 

Dec 8 

2 

east end of Bay 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Dec 12 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Dec 26 

1 

Beach Canal 

Coker, Dennis Lewington, 
Sam Tabone 

Dec 7 

12 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 

Dec 26 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Gardiner, Smith 

Dec 7-8 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 

Dec 26 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry 

Dec 22 

1 

Blue Lake, Cambridge 

CBC Shane Purdon, Neil 
Taylor 

Dec 26 

1 

Christie C.A. 

Reids 

Dec 26 

1 

over Hendrie Valley 

Mark Robson 

Dec 7-8 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 

Dec 26 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Coker,Lewington,Tabone 

Dec 26 

42 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, Gail & Tony Mason 

Dec 31 

90 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

Dec 8 

40 

Windermere Basin 

Gardiner, Smith, Walker 

Dec 31 

70 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin 

Dec 1 

30 

Windermere Basin 

SPNC 

Dec 8L 

5 

If 

Gardiner, Smith, Walker 

Dec 26 

115 

Spencer Smith Park 

Gardiner, Smith 

Dec 1 

_6. 

Bronte 

SPNC 

Dec 4 

36 

LaSalle Park 

Gardiner,Lamond,McLaughl: 

Dec 26 

17 

LaSalle Park 

Coker, Lewington, Tabone 

Dec 9 

5 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Dec 26 

4 

LaSalle Park 

Jennings,Kathleen MacNarn 

Dec 1L 

5 

Fifty Point C.A. 

SPNC 

Dec 26 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, Masons 

Dec 1 

300 

II 

SPNC 

Dec 1 

1 

Beach Canal 

SPNC 

Dec 24 

1 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 

Dec 1 

25 

Van Wagner's Beach 

SPNC 

Dec 15 

12 

Desjardins Canal 

Gardiner, Smith 

Dec 3 

350 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Dec 11 

3 

If 

Lamond 

Dec 1 

40 

Windermere Basin 

SPNC 

Dec 8L 

15 

19 

Gardiner, Smith, Walker 

Dec 26 

1 

19 

Curry, Masons 

Dec 3,5 

,8 1 (4th yr.) Taquanyah C.A, 

. Duncan 

Dec 14 

lad 

limm Woodland Cemetery Gardiner, Smith 

Dec 26 

lad 

limm " 

Grays et al. 

Dec 12 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Lamond 

Dec 12 

1 

Hwy 6 at Hwy 53 

Lamond 

Dec 1 

1 

RBG Arboretum 

SPNC 

Dec 11 

1 

Berry C.A. 

Heidi Klein, Lamond 

Dec 15 

1 

Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Gardiner, Smith 

Dec 26 

1 

Mount Hope 

Ludkin 

Dec 16- 

23 1 

Waterdown 

Gary Hanna 

Dec 26 

1 

Millgrove 

Erwin Meissner, John Mil 

. ._ 



Purdon 

Dec 7 

1 

Rockton 

Waldhuber 

Dec 8 

1 

Appleby Line at Lake 

Gardiner, Smith, Walker 

Dec 14 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Fleming, McLaughlin 

Dec 22 

2 

Hwy 24 at Hwy 5 

Bill Read 

Dec 22 

2 

St. George 

John Miles 

Dec 23 

5 

Dundas Valley 

Michael Clark 

Dec 14 

15 

Lax Landfill 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Dec 26 

6 

Leander Boat Club 

Curry, Masons 



Killdeer 

Dec 

26:: 

28L 1 

Sioux Lookout 

Gardiner,Smith:McLaughlir 

Common Snipe 

Dec 

10L 

1 

Berry C.A. 

Bishop, Klein 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Dec 

1 

limm Van Wagner's Beach 

Chris Escott, SPNC 

Bonaparte * s Gull 

Dec 

26 

6 

Beach Canal 

Gardiner, Smith 

Iceland Gull 

Dec 

8 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Gardiner, Smith, Walker 


Dec 

26 

1 

over Millgrove 

Meisner, Miles, Purdon 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec 

4 

2 

Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner, Lamond 


Dec 

5 

5 

Dundas Marsh 

Gardiner, Lamond, McLaugb 

Black-leg. ICittix^ake 

Dec 

1L 

2imm 

Spencer Smith Park 

SPNC 

Common Bam Owl 

Dec 

22* 

1 

east of Galt 

Cambridge CBC 

Long-eared Owl 

Dec 

5:8 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings:Gardiner 


Dec 

26 

2 

Hopkin's Tract 

Finlayson 

Short-eared Owl 

Dec 

12 

1 

Saltfleet Marsh 

Lamond 

North. Saw-whet Owl 

Dec 

5:8 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings:Gardiner 

Red-bell. Woodpecker 

Dec 

22 

1 

Blue Lake 

Cambridge CBC 

Winter Wren 

Dec 

8 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner, Smith, Walker 


Dec 

26 

2 

Spencer Creek at Hwy 

102 Clark 

Ruby-crown. Kin gle t 

Dec 

22 

1 

Galt 

Cambridge CBC 

Hermit Thrush 

Dec 

26 

1 

Sioux Lookout 

Gardiner, Smith 

Gray Catbird 

Dec 

24 

1 

Valley Inn Trail 

McLaughlin 


Dec 

26 

1 

N. of Tridon Ltd. Burlington William Crins 

Northern Mockingbird 

Dec 

26 

1 

Bingham Rd Hamilton 

William McLaughlin 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Dec 

1 

2 

RBG Arboretum 

SPNC 


Dec 

31 

1 

ft 

K. McLaughlin 

Cedar Waxwing 

Dec 

1 

200 

It 

SPNC 


Dec 

31 

60 

It 

K. McLaughlin 

Northern Shrike 

Dec 

3 

1 

It 

Lamond 


Dec 

8 

1 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Smith, Walker 


Dec 

30 

2 

Esquire PI. Hamilton 

Robert Dinniwell 

Cape May Warbler 

Dec 

1L 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Powells 

Common Yellowthroat 

Dec 

7 

1 

Bronte 

Austen, Lamond 

Swamp Sparrow 

Dec 

5 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 


Dec 

26 

2 

Red Hill Creek 

K.McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

White-crown. Sparrow 

Dec 

22 

2 

St. George 

Cambridge CBC 


Dec 

25 

1 

Allangrove Dr. Burlington Gardiner 

Lapland Longspur 

Dec 

22 

3 

east of Galt 

Cambridge CBC 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Dec 

26 

1 

Sulphur Springs 

Alf Liston, Olmsted 

Rusty Blackbird 

Dec 

26 

1 

Grindstone Creek 

Ron Ridout,Gerry Whitwori 


Dec 

26 

1 

RBG Interpretive Centre Mary Thompson et al. 

Common Grackle 

Dec 

3 

7 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Dec 

12 

1 

RBG Arboretum 

Lamond 


Dec 

26 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Pine Grosbeak 

Dec 

12 

16 

RBG Arboretum 

Lamond 


Dec 

26 

50 

It 

m. obs. 

White-winged Grossbill 

Dec 

5 

5 

Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Reids 


Dec 

26 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Agro 

Common Redpoll 

Dec 

22 

500 

w. of Lynden,s. of Hwy 99 Miles 


Please send your bird records for January and February by the 10th of March to 

Mark Jennings, //300 - 5340 Lakeshore Rd. , Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2, or phone 632-2210. 


HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1905 

Hamilton, Ontario. 43 degrees 16'N., 79 degrees 52'W., centre at York and Dundurn Sts. 
All points within a 15-mile (24 km) diameter circle to include Hamilton, part of 
Burlington, Lake Medad, Waterdown, Millgrove, Greensville, Dundas, Mineral Springs, 
Ancaster, Southcote, Hannon, and part of Stoney Creek; elevation 245 to 1000 ft.; 
Habitat coverage mixed woods 35%, towns 25%, open water 20%, farmland 19%, and 
marshes 1%. 



December 26 ; 4:50 a.m. to 5 p.m. A.M. mostly clear, p.m. partly cloudy; temperature 

-17 to -0 degrees C (2 to 10 degrees F). Wind SW 32 to 40 Km, hr. (20-30 mph). 

Snow cover 2 to 4 inches. Fresh water open. Wild food crop fair. Fifty-five 
observers, 39 in 21 parties, 16 at feeders. Total party hours 143 (101 on foot, 

42 by car) plus 395 hours at feeders and 3.5 hours owling. Total party miles 513.5 
(07.5 on foot, 426 by car), plus 23 hours owling. 

Count : Horned Grebe 1, Double-crested Cormorant 1 (G.C, DL, ST), Great Blue Heron 0, 
Whooper Swan 1, Tundra Swan 1, Mute Swan 14, Snow Goose 2, Brant 1 (GC,DL,ST), Canada 
Goose 1920, Green-winged Teal 42, American Black Duck 291, Mallard B07, Northern 
Pintail 7, Gadwall 176, Canvasback 17, Red head 4, Ring-necked Duck 1, Greater Scaup 
645, Lesser Scaup 300 , Oldsquaw 3 (low). White-winged Scoter 1, Common Goldeneye 50, 
Bufflehead 110, Hooded Merganser 13, Common Merganser 1601, Red-breasted Merganser 7, 
Ruddy Duck 1, Bald Eagle 2 (la, li), Sharp-shinned Hawk 1, Cooper’s Hawk 1, Red-tailed 
Hawk 106, Rough-legged Hawk 2, American Kestrel 14, Ring-necked Pheasant 10, Ruffed 
Grouse 10, American Coot 6, Killdeer 1 (DG, WS), Bonaparte’s Gull 6, Ring-billed 
Gull 227, Herring Gull 005, Iceland Gull 1, Glaucous Gull 13, Great Black-backed 
Gull 61, Rock Dove 966, Mourning Dove 506, Eastern Screech Owl 2Q, Great Horned Owl 
15, Long-eared Owl 2, Belted Kingfisher 5, Downy Woodpecker 140, Hairy Woodpecker 38, 
Northern Flicker 9, Pileated Woodpecker 2, Horned Lark 16, Blue Jay 223, Common Crow 
3117, Blac-capped Chickadee 926, Red-breasted Nuthatch 10, White-breasted Nuthatch 146 
Brown Creeper 25, Winter Wren 2, Golden-crowned Kinglet 39, Hermit Thrush 1, American 
Robin 56, Gray Catbird 1 (WC), Northern Mockingbird 1, Cedar Waxwing 134, Northern 
Shrike 2, European Starling 27,100, Northern Cardinal 277, American Tree Sparrow 
1124^, Song Sparrow 46, Swamp Sparrow 2, White-throated Sparrow 10, Dark-eyed Junco 
872, Snow Bunting 30, Red-winged Blackbird 1, Rusty Blackbird 2, Common Graclcle 1, 
Brown-headed Cowbird 47, Pine Grosbeak 209, Purple Finch 18, House Finch 342 , White¬ 
winged Grossbill 3, Common Redpoll 91, Pine Siskin 61, American Goldfinch 371, Evening 
Grosbeak 25, House Sparrow 2329. 

Total : CO species, plus one exotic, about 46,829 individuals. (In count area, count 
week, but not seen count day: Surf Scoter, White-crowned Sparrow.) 

Observers : David Agro, Jeff Blezius, David Bradley, Hazel Broker, John Carson, 

Michael Clark, George Coker, James Cram, William Crins, Robert Curry, Garnet Davey, 
Robert and Ted Dinniwell, Eleanor and Robert Doering, Robert Elstone, Robert Finlayson 
John Gallo, Denys Gardiner, Brad and Les Gray, Gary Hanna, Mark Jennings (compiler - 
#300 - 5348 Lakeshore Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2) , Dennis Lewington, Alf Liston, 

Nancy Lyne, Derek Ludkin, Bruce Mackenzie, Kathleen MacNamara, Gail and Tony Mason, 
Kevin McLaughlin, William McLaughlin, Erwin Meissner, John Miles, Laurel North, 

Minnie Odendkirchen, Edythe and Katsu Oikawa, John Olmsted, Dave and Thelma Powell, 
Shane Purdon, Anne and Tom Reid, Peter Richardson, Ron Ridout, Mark Robson, Kira 
Sibakin, William Smith, Ruth Summers, Sam Tabone, Mary Thompson, Robert Waldhuber, 
Gerry Whitworth (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following for their contributions 
to the meal after the count: Kathleen Jennings, Jennifer Richardson, William Smith, 
Mary Thompson, and Barb McKean, and the Royal Botanical Gardens for the use of the 
Nature Interpretive Centre. Hope to see everyone next year. 


- Mark Jennings. 
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